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IMPORTANT NOTICE - APRIL, 2016

This is to inform you of the issuance of Decrees Nos. 1-2016 and 20-2016 of the Congress
of the Republic of Guatemala, regarding the approval of the Convention for the Abolition of
Legalization Requirements in Foreign Official Documents (the Apostille Convention) and
Guatemala's adhesion to the Trademark Law Treaty (TLT).

Decree No. l-2016, regarding the approval of the Gonvention for the Abolition of
Legalization Requirements in Foreign Oüficial Documenb:

This Decree came into effect on February 19, 2016. However, prior to the implementation
of the legalization by Apostille, Guatemala's Ministry of Foreign Affairs has to comply with
the necessary procedure established by the approved Convention. Therefore, the
implementation and use of the Apostille in our country, is anticipated for 2017 or 2018.
Guatemala's Ministry of Foreign Affairs is the govemment office responsible for carrying
out the required procedure and we will be looking on the development of this mattér, in

order to infonn you accordingly.

Given the aforesaid and until further notice, we kindly ask you to continue complying with
the normal notarization and legalization requirements up to the Guatemalan Consulate, in
alldocuments that shallhave legaleffect in Guatemala.

Decree No. 20-2016, regarding Guatemala's adhesion to the Trademark Law Treaty
(rLr):

This Decree came into effect on March 31,2016, as a conEequence of the obligations

acquired by Guatemala through the Free Trade Agreement between Dominican Republic,

CentralAmerica, and the United States of America (DR-CAFTA),

The purpose of the Trademark Law Treaty fiLT) is to standardize and speed up the
registration and renewal procedures of visiFle trademarks. lt is to say, this Treaty is only
applicable to trademarks consisting on visible signs, and not to otfactory, nor sound marks.
Furthermore, the Treaty is not applicable to collective marks, certification marks, nor
guarantee mad<s.
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Please note that the Trademark Law Treaty and its Regulations have not come into effed
in Guatemala yet, considering that there is a term that has to go by upon the

corresponding adhesion. Furthermore, a further ratification shall be made, after which

Guatemala must comply with additional procedures established by protocol, in addition to

the internal changes that will have to be made to our lndustrial Property Law, its

Regulations, as well as to the Trademark Office's tariffs.

Based on the aforementioned, the Guatemalan Trademark Office's authorities have

informed that they cannot anticipate the average time that the complete implementation of
the Trademark Law Treaty, will take. Therefore, we confirm that trademark registration

and renewal procedures in our country remain unchanged, until further notice in this

regard.

We will keep you duly informed on the development of these changes. Should additional

information be required, please do not hesitate to contact us.
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